


I N T R O D U C T I O N

N ever before has there been such a 
pressing need to conserve our rivers, 
lakes and coastal waters to support the 
rapidly increasing recreational, 
dom estic, agricultural and industrial • 
dem ands placed upon them. O n the 
other hand, the need to protect life  and 
property from flooding has never been 
greater. T h e  N R A  has a wide range of 
responsibilities for the control o f  the 
w ater environm ent, and seeks to  
reconcile the conflicts raised by the 
com peting needs for water.
In particular the N R A  is responsible for: 
conservation o f w ater resources

pollu tion control

flood defence and flood warning

m aintenance and improvement o f fisheries

nature conservation in water related habitats

prom otion o f w ater based recreation

control o f navigation, in som e areas.

T h e  N R A  believes that it can only carry out its work by adopting the
concept o f  in teg ra ted  ca tch m e n t 
m a n a g e m e n t. T h is means that a river 
catchm ent is considered as a whole and the 
actions in each o f the N RA  areas of 
responsibility must take account o f the 
possible im pact on other areas.

The N R A  has decided to formally present its 
catchm ent management policies to the 
public via Catchm ent M anagem ent Plans 
which w ill be produced for all the rivers in 
W ales by 1998 . The Plans are intended to 
provide a link between the N R A  and the 
users o f water in each catchm ent so that the 
A uthority can better reflect their interests 
w hilst carrying out its duties. For this reason 
each Plan includes a Consultation Phase 
during which the general public are invited 
to com m ent on the N R A 's proposals for the 
future management o f the catchm ent.
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Y O U R  V I E W S

The Upper W ye Catchm ent M anagem ent Consultation Report is our 
assessment o f the state o f the catchm ent and identifies the key issues 
which need to be resolved. The most im portant are outlined 
in the tables at the end o f this summary report.

W e need your views:

what do you th ink about the Plan in general?

have we identified all the uses?

have we identified all the issues?

what do you think about the options proposed?

I f  you would like to com m ent on the Consultation Report or receive a copy 
o f the full 150 page docum ent please write to :-

The Area Catchment Planner 

National Rivers Authority, 

South-East Area, 

Plas-Yr-Afon,

St Mellons Business Park,

St Mellons,

Cardiff CF3 OLT.

The Plan considers the upper part o f the River W ye catchm ent including its 
tributaries and lakes from the source o f  the river down to Hay on W ye. It is 
mainly in the county o f Powys. The lower W ye catchm ent will be covered 
in a subsequent docum ent.
The River W ye rises on Plynlim on in the Cam brian M ountains and winds 
its way through an area displaying upland scenery and deep cut valleys.
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C A T C H M E N T  S T A T I S T I C S

G E N E R A L

Area 1 6 2 3 k m 2

Population 2 8 ,7 2 3

W A T E R  R E S O U R C E S

Average annual rainfall 

(V aries from 2 4 0 0  m m  on Plynlim on 

Average D aily Flow from Catchm ent 

G ross Licenced A bstraction 

N e tt Licenced A bstraction

W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y

(from  1 9 9 0  W a ter Q uality Survey)

Length in Class 1 A (v. good) 3 8 0 .6 k m

L ength in Class 1 B (good) 6 8 .8 k m

L ength in Class 2 (fair) 0 .0k m

L ength in Class 3 (poor) 4 .7 k m

Length in Class 4  (bad) 0 .0k m

F L O O D  D E F E N C E

Length o f Statutory m ain river 1 19km

A bbreviation: M l/d = M egalitres per day

1350m m  

to 1200m m  at Hay on W ye) 

3425M l/ d  

4lO M l/ d  

395M l/d
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E V E L O P M E N T S  A N D  L A N D  US E

T h e  catchm ent is predom inantly rural. T h e  population approximately o f 
2 9 ,0 0 0  is centred mainly in the towns o f  Rhayader, Builth  W ells, 
Llandrindod W ells , Llanwrtyd W ells and Talgarth and is substantially 
increased in the holiday season.
A griculture is the predominant land use ranging from upland sheep farm ing 
to arable and dairy farming in th e lower parts of the catchm ent. Forestry 
constitu tes a m ajor land use in th is catchm ent. There is very little  industry in 
the catchm ent, but some mineral extraction occurs. Tourism  and 
conservation are important in th is  extrem ely picturesque 
and unique valley.
T h e  County Plans recognise th at there is a need for small localised 
developm ents for industry, storage and warehousing in the m ajor towns in 
the catchm ent and that an increase in the number o f  houses is also necessary. 
Several projects for road straightening and improvement are also planned.

W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y

84.0%

T h e  R iver W ater Q uality 
Survey in 1 9 9 0  showed 
that o f  the 4 5 4 k m  o f  rivers 
in this catchm ent 9 9 %  
were classified as good 
although parts o f some 
tributaries are affected by 
acid ification. Rivers in the 
catchm ent receive effluents 
from 3 9  m ajor sewage 
treatm en t works but there 
are very few industrial 
discharges apart from water 
treatm ent works, fish farms 
and site  drainage from 
quarries and saw m ills. The 
water is used as a source of 
d rinking  water.
T h e  groundw ater in this 
catchm ent is an important 
source o f  water 
for local needs.
T h e  N R A  is not aware of any quality 
problem s in the ground water b u t it is a 
valuable resource to protect.

UPPER WYE WATER QUALITY 
%  of the River in each Class
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W A T E R  R E S O U R C E S

T he rivers in the Upper W ye have a natural low flow in summ er. In w inter, 
the flows rise and fall rapidly in response to rainfall. T h is  is a result o f the 
geology, the thin soils and steep gradients o f the catchm ent which form the 
natural character o f the Upper W ye and its tributaries. The surface water in 
the catchm ent is a m ajor source o f  drinking water. The largest abstraction is 
from the Elan Valley Reservoirs which is used to supply B irm ingham  via the 
Elan Aqueduct. W ater is also used for agriculture and fish farms in the area 
but very little  is used for industrial purposes. E lectricity  is generated at 
Caban Coch Reservoir. Groundwater resources obtained from the shallow 
wells and springs 
in the fissured 
W e n  lo ck  an d  

Aymestry 
Limestone are 
locally important 
as a source of 
drinking water.

F L O O D  D E F E N C E

Flood defences have been constructed for the com m unities o f Glasbury, 
Llanwrtyd W ells , Llangammarch W ells , Beulah and Penybont. T he N R A  
also provides a flood warning system covering the rivers Ithon and W ye at 
Rhayader, B u ilth  W ells and Glasbury and the agricultural area around Hay
on W ye.
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F I S H E R I E S

The R iver W ye is one o f the best 
salm on rivers in England and 
W ales and the U pper W ye is the 
principal salm on spaw ning area of 
the river. H ow ever, declin ing rod catches o f salm on and trout and evidence 
from N R A  m on itoring  indicate adverse effects on fish stocks. Coarse fish 
species inclu ding chub, dace, pike and grayling are present as far upstream as 
Rhayader in the W ye and in the lower reaches o f  the rivers Irfon and Ithon 
and throughout the Llynfi. Salmon, trou t and coarse fishing are practised in 
many parts o f  the catchm ent. Llandrindod W ells  and Llangorse lakes are 
im portant stillw ater coarse fisheries.
Fishing and access rights on the W ye and its tributaries are in private 
ow nership.

C O N S E R V A T I O N

T h e  R iver W ye is o f national importance as an example o f a major river 
w hich has a largely natural regime, unspoilt and unpolluted by human 
activ ity . T h is  is reflected by the fact that the whole o f the river has been

designated a S ite  o f Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI). It is because it is so natural that it 
supports a wide range o f flora and fauna, such 
as crayfish, o tters and dippers, which all rely 
on the continued maintenance o f the healthy 
river environm ent.
T h e  landscape o f the catchm ent is another 
feature that makes the valley so special. Parts 
o f the catchm ent fall w ithin the Cam brian 
M ountains Environm entally Sensitive Area 
and other parts are in the Brecon Beacons 
N ational Park.



Many people live alongside the rivers and streams in this catchm ent and 
more come to visit and walk along the W ye Valley. Tourists are attracted by 
the rugged beauty o f the Elan Valley with its reservoirs, and the softer views 
o f the W ye Valley itself. The W ye Valley W alk  follows the River W ye for 35 
m iles and there are many other footpaths w ithin the catchm ent. O ther areas 
o f public am enity include Llandrindod W ells Lake, the Groe Park at Builth  
W eiis and Llangorse Lake.
W h ilst access is strictly  lim ited , parts o f the River W ye are used by clubs 
and universities for canoeing and white water canoeing at Llangurig and 
Glasbury. Llangorse Lake plays host to adventure holiday groups for sailing 
and canoeing tuition and is an im portant recreational facility for sailing, 
fishing, w aterskiing and sail boarding.
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I S S U E S  A N O P T I O N S

T h e  follow ing tables list the 17 issues which the N R A  has identified w ithin 
the U pper W ye. W e would like to hear from you if:

• you th ink  that there are other issues which have been missed.

• you th ink  that we have not considered all the options available.

• you have any views on the options suggested.

• you have any other information about the catchm ent or any com m ent about 
its future m anagem ent.

I S S U E  1 : A C I D I F I C A T I O N

Options/Actions Responsibility Advantages or Benefits Disadvantages or Constraints

pH  and to ta l hardness 
a d ju stm e n t and 
con tro l - ‘L im in g ’ o f  
ca tch m e n t o r su b ­
catch m e n t headw aters

N R A Sh ort term  
exp ed ient to  
im prove
b io log ical quality  
and fishery

Adverse effects 
on terrestrial 
ecosystem s

Long term  so lu tion  by 
controlling/red u cin g 
su lp h u r em ission s

Government/ 
Pow er G enerators

Im prove
b io log ical qu ality  
and fishery

P olitical

C on tro l o f  ad d itional 
coniferous tree 
p lan tin g  by 
ap p lication  o f  W e lsh  
R e g io n ’s a fforestation  
p olicy

N RA/Forestry
Authority/
C C W

M ainten ance o f 
present w ater 
q u ality  
cond itions

L im itatio n  to
forestry
developm ent

Id en tify  stre tch es o f  
river adversely affected 
by acid ifica tio n  and 
assess th e  effect on 
salm on and trou t 
stocks

N RA/Forestry
Authority/
C C W

Q u an tifies
p roblem s

I S S U E  2:  F A I L U R E  TO A C H I E V E  L ONG T E R M  R I V E R  Q U A L I T  
F I  F I S H E R Y  S T A T U S  -  R I V E R  L L Y N F I

t O B J E C T I V E  A ND

Increase m o n ito rin g  to  
includ e d iu rn al cycle  
and im prove data

N R A Im prove data. 
B e tte r targ etin g  
o f  actions

In v estig ate  sources o f  
ag ricu ltu ra l p o llu tion  
and re-assess 
perform ance o f  sew age 
treatm en t w orks to  
reduce weed and algal 
grow th  in Llangorse 
Lake and R iv e r  L lynfi

NRA/
W elsh  Water/ 
Farmers

Im proved w ater 
qu ality  and 
enhanced fishery 
potential

R equires co ­
operation o f 
W elsh  W a te r  and 
Farm ers
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I S S U E  S: S P E C I F I C A T I O N  OF E N V I R O N M E N T A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  OF R I V E R
A ND  I TS  P L ANT ,  A N I M A L  A N D  F I SH L I FE .  S E T T I N G  OF H A N D - O F F  
F L OW C O N D I T I O N S

Optioiis/Aitisas Responsibility Advoitogts or Benefits Disadvontog«s or Constraints

U ndertake
fundam ental research 
into flow requirem ents 
o f river flora and fauna

N R A Partly in hand 
through N R A  
R & D
program m e. 
D ifficu lt to 
quantify

U n lik ely  to 
produce 
practically  
ap p licab le  results 
qu ick ly

D evelop and 
im plem ent licensing 
policy based on 
'Y orksh ire ' 
m ethodology to 
determ ine licensable 
resource and com pare 
w ith existing  use

N R A
and others as 
consultees

Tried  and tested. 
W id e ly  accepted 
p rin cip le . Can 
provide policy 
w ith in  2 years

N o t scien tifically  
rigorous at every 
site

I S S U E  6:  I M P R O V E D  L AND  D R A I N A G E  
HAVE  R E D U C E D  B A S E F L O W S ,

A N D  L A N D  USE C H A N G E  A L L E G E D  TO 
I N C R E A S E D  R AT E S  OF R U N O F F

Investigate flow 
records lo  establish  to 
what exten t h igher 
runoff rates and low er 
baseflows occur

N R A W ill understand
causal
m echanism s. 
Scope for 
am eliorative 
m easures can be 
assessed

I S S U E  7: T R I G G E R  L EVE I  
R E S T R I C T I O N S

F OR  S E C T I O N  57 S P R A Y  I R R I G A T I O N

U ndertake review o f  
tr ig g er level

Do noth ing

N R A T rig g e r  level 
defensible

Environm ental 
ben efits too 
d ifficu lt to  
quantify

N o co st or effort T rig g e r  levels 
may n ot protect 
river, or unduly 
penalise 
abstractors



I S S U E  3:  B L U E - G R E E N  A I GAE  I N L A KE S  A N D  S T A T I C  WA T E R  B O D I E S

Options/Actions Responsibility Advantages or Benefits Disadvantages or Constraints

D evelop  and 
im p lem en t action  
p lan s for p rio rity  lakes 
to  reduce o r prevent 
occu rrence o f  algal 
b loom s

NRA/
Lake Owners/ 
Landowners

W ill  identify  the 
cost effective and 
practical long  
term  solutions

Long term  
solution  m ay be 
d ifficu lt to 
im plem en t and 
con tro l, eg. 
changes o f lan d ­
use, n u trien t 
removal

Im p le m e n t sh o rt term  
co n tro l or p reven tion  
m easures (eg . use o f  
barley  straw ) w here 
ap p rop riate

NRA/
Lake O w ners

Short term  
effective con tro l. 
R elatively  cheap

Success
uncertain.
N o t long term  
solution.
Can only apply to 
sm all water 
bodies

C o n tin u e  to  m o n ito r 
o ccu rren ce o f  b loom s 
and provide w arnings 
and advice to  ow ners 
and users

NRA/
Lake O w ners

P rotect users 
from danger. 
Low cost option

D oes not provide 
solution to 
problem .
Closure o f lakes 
continu e

I S S U E  4:  U N A B L E  TO MEET D E M A N D S  FOR 

ill M O N T H S

S P R A Y  I R R I G A T I O N  IN S U M M E R

I P rovid e w in te r-filled  
1 storage for su m m er 
1 use, su b je c t to  a 
I  ‘h a n d s-o ff flow

Spray Irrigators A cceptable 
supply re liab ility . 
Reduces sum m er 
demand on  river. 
Storage ponds 
have conservation 
benefits i f  
properly designed

S u b ject to 
p lanning con tro l. 
M on itorin g 
fillin g  o f  storage 
facility

I  A u g m en t flow  in 
1  w atercourses

N R A Allows
abstraction  when 
w ater required. 
Reduced sum m er 
demand on  river. 
Increased flow in 
dry periods

Several storage 
facilities 
required. 
D ependent upon 
availability  o f  
w ater resources. 
Cannot 
realistically  
supply to a ll sites

■  Prov id t v. in ter storage
k & g  reservoirs

N R A Reduces sum m er 
demand on  river. 
Reservoirs have 
environm ental 
benefits i f  
properly designed

Su b ject to 
p lanning con tro l. 
M on itorin g 
required to negate 
environm ental 
effects
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I S S U E  8: A V A I L A B L E  WA T E R  R E S O U R C E S  
ME ET  D E V E L O P M E N T  D E M A N D S

I N U P P E R  I T H ON

----------------
I N A D E Q U A T E  TO

Options/Actions Responsibility Advantages or Benefits Disadvantages or Constraints

Oppose all future 
planning applications 
requiring additional 
local w ater supply 
abstractions

N R A R educe pressure 
on local river 
environm ent

R estricts  local 
developm ent

O btain  w ater from 
further down river or 
other location

W elsh  W ate r Reduced pressure 
on local river 
environm ent. 
M ore reliable 
supplies

Cost o f  p ip ing in 
supplies

I S SUE 9: G R O U N D WA T E R  A B S T R A C T I O N S  FOR S P R A Y  I R R I G A T I O N  AF FECT I NG 
S URF ACE  WATERS .  ( N o t e :  T h e re  o re  o n ly  7 t u c k  o b s l r o c t i o n s  in th e  U p p e r  

W y e ,  but o v e r  3 0  in the  W ye  o s o w h o le ) .

D eterm ine which 
spray irrigation  
abstractions from 
groundw ater affect 
river flow s d irectly  and 
include in any 
restrictions

N R A C om ply w ith 
legal
requirem ents.
R educed
dem ands on river 
during v e r y  low 
flows.
A bstractors
treated
consisten tly

A bstractors not 
previously 
affected su b ject 
to restriction s. 
May require som e 
p u m ping tests

D o nothing Sm all num ber o f  
abstractors not 
affected by 
restrictions

Failure to  com ply 
w ith legal 
requ irem ent. 
D em ands on river 
in d rough t 
cond itions h igher 
than necessary
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I S S U E  10 :  P R OT E C T  A N D  E N H A N C E  THE W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E  OF THE WYE  
C A T C H M E N T

O p t io n s / A c t io n s  R e s p o n s ib i l i t y  A d v a n t a g e s  D i s a d v a n t a g e s

F u rth er conservation  
w hen consid ering 
N R A  Flood D efence 
ca p ita l and 
m ain ten ance 
p rog ram m es

N R A Im prove habitats 
and conservation 
resource

F u rth er conservation  
w hen con sid erin g  all 
ap p licatio n s for 
a b stractio n s licences, 
land drainage consents, 
d isch arg e  consents and 
p lan n in g  perm ission

N R A Im prove habitats 
and conservation 
resource

W h e re  th ere has been 
s ig n ifica n t im p act o f  
stock  on the river bank 
h a b ita t, encourage 
am eliorativ e m easures

N RA /
Land O w ners

P rotect riparian 
vegetation

Cost to  
Landow ner

R e s tr ic t  m ovem en t o f  
sign al crayfish in to  
ca tch m e n t to  prevent 
spread o f  crayfish 
p lagu e

N R A P rotection  o f 
native crayfish

R estricts  
opportun ity  for 
crayfish farm ing

Seek o p p o rtu n ities to  
p lan and im p lem en t 
su b -ca tch m en t w ide 
conservation  capital 
p ro jec ts .
E sp ecia lly  in 
co llab o ratio n  w ith  
o th er  agencies and 
in terested  parties

N RA /
C onservation
A gencies

C o-ordinated  
approach to 
im provem ents in 
h ab itats in a sub­
catchm en t



I S S U E  11:  D E C L I NE  IN S A L M O N  S T O C K S , E S P E C I A L L Y  S P R I N G  F I S H

Options/Adiois Responsibility Advantages or Benefits

Identify extent o f  
acid ification  and its 
effect on fish stocks

See Issue N o. 1 See Issue N o. 1 See Issue N o. 1

Review  fishery byelaws 
to control exploitation  
to allow  greater 
escapem ent to spawn

N RA /Fishery
Ow ners

Increased stocks 
due to  greater 
escapem ent

Loss o f  angling 
opportunity . 
Reduced rod 
catch

C onduct feasibility  
study o f  breeding 
program m es to 
increase large spring 
salm on stocks

N R A Potential increase 
in stocks. Ensure 
any hatchery 
program m e w ill 
benefit fishery

O perate G lasbury 
H atchery. C ollect 
broodstock and restock 
fry in to  catchm ent to 
increase production

N R A E nhancem ent o f 
stocks by 
u tilisin g  extra 
nursery areas

Investigate barriers to 
salm on m igration  and 
recom m end a 
program m e of fish pass 
constru ction  to open 
up extra spawning 
/nursery areas and 
increase production

N R A Enhancem ent o f 
stocks by 
u tilis in g  extra 
nursery areas

May be 
undesirable 
im pacts on 
indigenous fish 
and fauna

I S S U E  12:  I L L E GA L  F I S H I N G  FOR S A L M O N

M aintain  surveillance 
and an ti-poaching 
patrols by W ater 
Bailiffs

N R A P rotection  o f 
stocks. 
C on tro llin g  
illegal activ ity

W ate r Bailiffs visit 
m ajor potential outlets 
for salm on

N RA C ontrol o f  
m arkets in illeg ­
ally cau ght fish

N R A  ensure w idest 
d istribu tion  o f'B u y e r  
Bew are' leaflets to 
potential outlets

N RA C ontrol o f  
m arkets in ille g ­
ally caught fish

N R A  raise public 
awareness o f illegal 
fish ing and m arket by 
d istrib u tion  o f  
SA L M O N  W A T C H  

cards

N RA/Fishery
interests

C ontrol o f  
m arkets in ille g ­
ally cau ght fish
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I S S U E  13 :  D E C L I N E  I N B R O W N  T R O U T  S T O C K S  A ND  M E A S U R E S  TO I N C R E A S E  
S T O C K S

A cid ifica tio n See Issue N o. 1 See Issue N o. 1 See Issue N o. 1

Id en tify  h ab ita t 
chan ges and 
recom m end 
am elio rativ e  m easures

NRA/Fishery
Owners

Im proved spawn­
ing success and 
increased holding 
capacity  o f  steam s

Cost to  fishery 
owner

Review  fishery byelaw s 
to  co n tro l ex p lo ita tio n  
to  allow  g reater 
escap em ent to  spawn

N R A A llow  trout 
op p ortu n ity  to 
spawn before 
captu re by anglers

Reduced fishing 
opportunities

A ct on
recom m en d ation s o f  
B row n  T ro u t S trateg y . 
In  p articu lar (i) 
research in to  effects 
and am elio ra tio n  and 
upland d rainag e and 
affo restatio n , (ii) 
research in to  
resto ck in g  p olicies

N R A Increased brown 
trou t stocks

R estriction s on 
re-stocking and 
restrictions on 
land use

I S S U E  14 :  M O N I T O R I N G  OF FI SH S T O C K S  I S E S S E N T I A L  
M A N A G E M E N T  OF THOSE S T O C K S

OR S U C C E S S F U L

In v estig a te  feasib ility  
o f  in s ta llin g  an 
acou stic  fish co u n ter to  
cou n t ascend ing 
salm on and d escend ing 
k e lts  and sm olts . (T o  
be located in the low er 
W y e )

N R A T o  enable 
m anagem ent to  
be based on 
know ledge o f 
stocks
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I S S U E  I S :  A V I A N  P R E D A T O R S  M A Y  BE A F F E C T I N G  F I S H  S T O C K S  A D V E R S E L Y

Opticas/Actions Responsibility Advontogcs or Itnefits Disadvantages or Constraint!

Assess num bers o f 
goosander, m ergansers 
and corm orants by 
surveys

N R A N u m ber o f  avian 
predators assessed 
allow ing im pact 
to be assessed

Assess effects o f 
goosander, m ergansers 
and corm orants on fish 
stocks and consider 
possible control 
measures

N R A Protection  o f 
birds or fish 
stocks

P ractica lity  o f 
controls

I S S U E  16:  R O A D  A ND  P R O P E R T Y  F L O O D I N G  AT L L A N E L W E D D  AND  B U I L T H  
WE L L S

Review  viability  o f  
flood protection  
schem e

N R A A lleviate
flooding

Environm ental 
im pact o f  schem e



I S S U E  17:  C O N F L I C T S  B E T W E E N  R E C R E A T I O N A L  U S E R S  OF 
A N D  B E T WE E N  U S E R S  AND C O N S E R V A T I O N  I S A 
C O N C E R N

THE R I V E R  
W I D E S P R E A D

Options/Actions Responsibility Disadvantages or Constraints

R esearch  to  access the 
im p act o f  recreation  
ac tiv itie s  on w ild life  
conservation

N RA /Countryside 
C ou n cil for 
Wales/Sports 
C ou ncils

B etter
m anagem ent o f 
recreation

Reduced
recreational
opportunity

T h e  overall standard 
and d is tr ib u tio n  o f  
in form ation  ab ou t th e  
river to  b e  im proved 
th rou gh  p rod u ction  o f  
‘U ser G u id e ’, C alender 
o f  E v en ts, advice on 
co n d u ct and 
noticeboards/ 
in terp retiv e panels

N R A Increase
awareness o f river 
environm ent by 
public

E stab lish  liaison  group 
rep resen tin g  river 
users and o th er 
in terests  (eg . fishery 
ow ners) to  ensure th at 
these in terests  are fu lly  
con su lted  and involved 
in the m an ag em en t o f  
th e  river. T h e  group 
should w ork in 
association  w ith  and 
advise th e  W y e  
M an agem en t A dvisory 
G rou p

N R A  to in itia te Increase 
awareness o f 
needs o f  different 
recreational 
groups

E ncourage and sup port 
access agreem en ts 
betw een fishery ow ners 
and can oeists

Fishery
Ow ners/W elsh
Canoeing
A ssociation/N RA

Agreed access for 
canoeists

P ossible im pact 
on conservation 
interests

C on sid er navigation  
byelaw s, w here 
appropriate

N R A B etter
m anagem ent o f 
river use

Possible reduction 
in boating 
opportunity

R eg u lar m o n ito rin g  to  
m easure changes in the 
level and d istrib u tio n  
o f  recreation al use and 
chan ges in th e w ild life  
resource (riv er corrid or 
surveys)

N R A B ette r
m anagem ent o f 
river use

17



T H E  F U T U R E

Against this background, the N R A 's aims for the catchm ent are as follows:

To improve and m aintain the status o f the Upper W ye in terms of the 
standards currently achieved for water quality, fisheries, conservation and 
recreation.

T o improve fish stocks by identifying the mechanisms o f the causes o f  their 
decline and im plem enting practical measures to alleviate their effects.

T o improve public awareness o f the catchm ent s features and how to  conserve 
them for the future.

T o  ensure that any future developments w ithin the catchm ent do not cause 
long term  harm to the rivers and whenever possible to include measures to 
enhance the river environment

To ensure that the water is used and made available to support the uses 
within the catchm ent before supporting uses outside o f the catchm ent.

-on-Sea
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